(Trans)Homonationalism in Anti-Gender Times

When mass movements are rising up against so-called “gender ideology” and succeeding in implementing anti-trans and anti-queer legislation across the globe, has the time come to reconsider—or perhaps even suspend—radical critiques of queer liberalism, homonormativity, and homonationalism? Elżbieta Korolczuk and Agnieszka Graff, for instance, have asserted that “while feminists, mostly from the global South, have long critiqued the discourse of universal human rights and the neocolonial elements in UN population policies, today it is clear that a wholesale rejection of universalism plays into the hands of right-wing populists” (816). This session aims to complicate any easy recourse to liberalism, by asking how postcolonial feminism, queer and queer of color critique, trans studies, and related fields might intervene in the “anti-gender” phenomenon. In particular, we invite papers that critically analyze the apparent opposition between heteroactivism and homonationalism by tracing the racist, patriarchal, and transphobic tendencies that transverse both nationalist projects. We welcome both “case studies” of local iterations of heteroactivism as they relate to transnational networks, as well as more conceptual approaches that use this historical moment to rethink existing theorizations of queer liberalism, homonationalism, and/or trans(homo)nationalism. 

Suggested topics for papers include, but are not restricted to, the following:

· Transphobic, xenophobic, and nationalist crosscurrents between homo- and heteronationalism
· The emerging geographies of trans(homo)nationalism and trans* citizenship as they relate to anti-gender movements
· The symbiotic geographies of alt-right populists and TERFs (trans-exclusionary radical feminists)
· Anti-gender movements and colonialism: the heteroactivist cooptation of postcolonial critiques of (trans*)gender as a universal category of analysis
· Anti-gender movements and racial capitalism
· Anti-Blackness in anti-gender movements and their liberal counterparts
· Heteroactivism, neoliberalism and globalization
· The rhetoric of free speech as it relates to both anti-gender movements and liberal democratic theory
· Gender-critical feminism in the academy
· The heteroactivist pressure on gender and sexuality studies as an academic field
· Critiques of (the shortcomings of) homonationalist frameworks in anti-gender times
The preferred language of the session is English. Submissions should include an abstract of about 300 words, an affiliation (if any), scholarly interests (4-5 keywords), and an e-mail address. Your abstracts should be sent to mstekl@stanford.edu and jennyme@stanford.edu no later than March 27th 2022.
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