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This session on pharmaceutical geographies examines how pharmaceutical products shape contemporary (and historical) sexualities and gender. It explores the many ways in which the social life of pharmaceuticals is entangled with the geographies of sexualities and gender. The primary focus of this session is on pharmaceutical products that have been developed and marketed for ‘medical’ usage. However, we recognise that the boundaries between medicinal and recreational uses of drugs are fluid and contextual. One need only think of the history of amyl nitrate (Zmith 2021), which was first adopted as a treatment for angina, but which quickly evolved to play a central role in emerging sexual cultures. This session will explore how pharmaceutical products act on bodies in ways which alter, enable, or restrict how those bodies are gendered, or what they can do sexually. How might we trace products from the laboratories where they are developed and tested, through the sites of clinical trials, the sites where they are manufactured, their distribution, and the sites where they are consumed? What role have citizen science initiatives played in shaping the development of pharmaceutical products, the economies of access to them and the identification of alternative, experimental or unintended uses? How does the interaction between pharmaceuticals, their regulation, and their distribution produce new sexed and gendered subjects?
 
We anticipate that papers in this session might explore pharmaceutical products like Viagra and Cialis, Sofosbuvir for Hepatitis C, Mifepristone for abortion, PrEP to prevent HIV (or Doxy PrEP to prevent other STIs), Testosterone, and synthetic stimulants, among others. While focused on the intersections between geographies of sexualities and gender (including trans geographies) and the emerging fields of pharmaceutical and chemical geographies, we anticipate that papers in this session might also explore transdisciplinary dialogues between geography, anthropology, critical public health, and STS, amongst others.
 
Please send abstracts (200 words) to gavinbrown.research@gmail.com AND s.calkin@qmul.ac.uk by 24 March 2022.
 
More information on the conference can be found here: https://2022.egsconference.com/
 
Please do not hesitate to get in touch with one of us should you have any questions or comments about the session.
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